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A. Introduction 
1. Title: Reliability Responsibilities and Authorities 

2. Number: TOP-001-0 

3. Purpose:  

To ensure reliability entities have clear decision-making authority and capabilities to take 
appropriate actions or direct the actions of others to return the transmission system to normal 
conditions during an emergency. 

4. Applicability 

4.1. Balancing Authorities 

4.2. Transmission Operators 

4.3. Generator Operators 

4.4. Distribution Providers 

4.5. Load Serving Entities 

5. Effective Date: April 1, 2005 

B. Requirements 
R1. Each Transmission Operator shall have the responsibility and clear decision-making authority 

to take whatever actions are needed to ensure the reliability of its area and shall exercise 
specific authority to alleviate operating emergencies. 

R2. Each Transmission Operator shall take immediate actions to alleviate operating emergencies 
including curtailing transmission service or energy schedules, operating equipment (e.g., 
generators, phase shifters, breakers), shedding firm load, etc. 

R3. Each Transmission Operator, Balancing Authority, and Generator Operator shall comply with 
reliability directives issued by the Reliability Coordinator, and each Balancing Authority and 
Generator Operator shall comply with reliability directives issued by the Transmission 
Operator, unless such actions would violate safety, equipment, regulatory or statutory 
requirements.  Under these circumstances the Transmission Operator, Balancing Authority or 
Generator Operator shall immediately inform the Reliability Coordinator or Transmission 
Operator of the inability to perform the directive so that the Reliability Coordinator or 
Transmission Operator can implement alternate remedial actions. 

R4. Each Distribution Provider and Load Serving Entity shall comply with all reliability directives 
issued by the Transmission Operator, including shedding firm load, unless such actions would 
violate safety, equipment, regulatory or statutory requirements.  Under these circumstances, the 
Distribution Provider or Load Serving Entity shall immediately inform the Transmission 
Operator of the inability to perform the directive so that the Transmission Operator can 
implement alternate remedial actions. 

R5. Each Transmission Operator shall inform its Reliability Coordinator and any other potentially 
affected Transmission Operators of real time or anticipated emergency conditions, and take 
actions to avoid, when possible, or mitigate the emergency. 

R6. Each Transmission Operator, Balancing Authority, and Generator Operator shall render all 
available emergency assistance to others as requested, provided that the requesting entity has 
implemented its comparable emergency procedures, unless such actions would violate safety, 
equipment, or regulatory or statutory requirements. 
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R7. Each Transmission Operator and Generator Operator shall not remove Bulk Electric System 
facilities from service if removing those facilities would burden neighboring systems unless: 

R7.1. For a generator outage, the Generator Operator shall notify and coordinate with the 
Transmission Operator.  The Transmission Operator shall notify the Reliability 
Coordinator and other affected Transmission Operators, and coordinate the impact of 
removing the Bulk Electric System facility. 

R7.2. For a transmission facility, the Transmission Operator shall notify and coordinate with 
its Reliability Coordinator.  The Transmission Operator shall notify other affected 
Transmission Operators, and coordinate the impact of removing the Bulk Electric 
System facility. 

R7.3. When time does not permit such notifications and coordination, or when immediate 
action is required to prevent a hazard to the public, lengthy customer service 
interruption, or damage to facilities, the Generator Operator shall notify the 
Transmission Operator, and the Transmission Operator shall notify its Reliability 
Coordinator and adjacent Transmission Operators, at the earliest possible time. 

R8. During a system emergency, the Balancing Authority and Transmission Operator shall 
immediately take action to restore the Real and Reactive Power Balance.  If the Balancing 
Authority or Transmission Operator is unable to restore Real and Reactive Power Balance it 
shall request emergency assistance from the Reliability Coordinator.  If corrective action or 
emergency assistance is not adequate to mitigate the Real and Reactive Power Balance, then 
the Reliability Coordinator, Balancing Authority, and Transmission Operator shall implement 
firm load shedding. 

C. Measures 
Not specified. 

D. Compliance 
Not specified. 

E. Regional Differences 
None identified. 

Version History 

Version Date Action Change Tracking 
0 April 1, 2005 Effective Date New 

0 August 8, 2005 Removed “Proposed” from Effective Date Errata 

    

    
 


