Comment Form —  1st Draft of Standard BAL-012-1 Project 2007-05

Please use this form to submit comments on the current draft of BAL-012-1.  Comments must be submitted by xxx  xx, 2009  30 DAYS.  If you have questions please contact Andy Rodriquez at Andy.Rodriquez@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-452-8060.

Background Information
This is a new standard, which is intended to ensure a technically sound basis exists for each Balancing Authority’s calculation of Reporting ACE (Area Control Error) such that each Balancing Authority can accurately determine its performance relative to managing frequency control.
When working on BAL-005-0 (Automatic Generation Control), the Balancing Authority Control Standard Drafting Team (BACSDT) identified that the use of the ACE equation or components of the ACE Equation was common in several of the BAL standards (BAL-001-0, BAL-002-0, BAL-003-0, BAL-004-1, BAL-005-0, and BAL-006-1).  It was also identified that anecdotal evidence seemed to indicate there was a wide range of opinions regarding how ACE should actually be determined.  The BACSDT felt some of this had to do with confusion between the ACE used in determining NERC compliance to reliability standards BAL-001-0 and BAL-002-0 and the control equation used to generate AGC signals.  Accordingly, the drafting team felt that it was imperative to clearly define how “Reporting ACE” was to be determined, such that is was clear that there was only one Reporting ACE.  This will ensure that all entities calculate their Reporting ACE in the same manner resulting in a consistent measurement of control performance for all applicable entities, but also ensure a common understanding that entities may use alternate approaches to control.  
The Balancing Authority Controls Standard Drafting Team is seeking comments on this new draft standard.  
You do not have to answer all questions.  Enter All Comments in Simple Text Format.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.
1. The drafting team believes that ACE is a core building block for many standards and measures, and as such, has attempted to extract it as a stand-alone standard that can be referenced by other standards.  Do you agree that this is appropriate?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Please feel free to explain your answer. Comments:           
2. The drafting team believes that by putting ACE into its own standard and adding more explicit detail, the standard will ensure consistency in reporting of ACE calculations resulting in consistent Control Performance Measurement across the industry.  Do you agree there is a need for such consistency?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Please feel free to explain your answer. Comments:           
3. The drafting team has attempted to specify an appropriate level of detail in the standard.  Do you think the level of detail is correct? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, too much detail

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, too little detail
If no, please explain your answer. Comments:       
4. Are you aware of any conflicts between the proposed standard and any regulatory function, rule/order, tariff, rate schedule, legislative requirement or agreement?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
If yes, please explain your answer. Comments:       
5. Please provide any other comments (that you have not already provided in response to the questions above) that you have on the proposed standard. Comments:      
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