Official Comment form for BES Definition Exception Process

Please use this form to submit your recommendations for consideration in developing criteria for deviating from the default criteria for classifying Elements and Facilities as part of the BES.    

Please send recommendations relative to the BES Definition Exception Process and associated documentation to sarcomm@nerc.com with “BES Definition” in the subject line.  The information should be submitted no later than January 21, 2011. 

If you have questions please contact Ed Dobrowolski at Ed.Dobrowolski@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-947-3673.

Please provide your name, organization, telephone number and email address so that we may contact you if we need clarification:

Name:      
Organization:      
Telephone:      
Email:
     
Background:

FERC issued Order 743 on November 18, 2010 with the directives identified below:
16. After consideration of the comments submitted, the Commission adopts the NOPR’s proposal with some modifications. The Commission directs the ERO to revise the definition of “bulk electric system” through the NERC Standards Development Process to address the Commission’s concerns discussed herein. The Commission believes the best way to address these concerns is to eliminate the Regional Entities’ discretion to define “bulk electric system” without ERO or Commission review, maintain a bright-line threshold that includes all facilities operated at or above 100 kV except defined radial facilities, and adopt an exemption process and criteria for excluding facilities that are not necessary to operate an interconnected electric transmission network. However, NERC may propose a different solution that is as effective as, or superior to, the Commission’s proposed approach in addressing the Commission’s technical and other concerns so as to ensure that all necessary facilities are included within the scope of the definition.
NERC is working to address these directives with two activities – the definition of Bulk Electric System (BES) is being revised through the standard development process and a BES Definition Exception Process is being developed as a proposed modification to the Rules of Procedure. 

The information you provide in response to the following questions may be used by the standard drafting team working to revise the definition of BES or by the group working to develop a BES Definition Exception Process. 

1. If you believe there are Transmission or Generation Elements or Facilities operated at voltages 100kV and above which should be considered for exclusion from the Elements and Facilities classified as part of the BES:

a. Identify the Element or Facility recommended for exclusion:      
b. Provide a generic one-line diagram depicting the Element or Facility in question (if available).

c. Provide a technical justification for the exclusion (provide justification here or attach a supplemental document or URL link to publicly posted document if available).
Justification:      
d. Identify if this exclusion should apply on a continent-wide basis, interconnection-wide basis, region-wide basis, or less than a region-wide basis.  If you don’t know how widely this exclusion should apply, please select, “unknown.”
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Continent-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interconnection-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Region-wide 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Less than Region-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown
 
Comments relative to the proposed exclusion(s):      
2. If you believe there are Transmission or Generation Elements or Facilities operated at voltages below 100kV which should be considered for inclusion in the Elements and Facilities classified as part of the BES:
a. Identify the Element or Facility recommended for inclusion:       
b. Attach a generic one-line diagram depicting the Element or Facility (if available).

c. Provide a technical justification for the inclusion (provide justification here or attach a supplemental document or URL link to publicly posted document if available).
Justification:      
d. Identify if this inclusion should apply on a continent-wide basis, interconnection-wide basis, region-wide basis, or less than a region-wide basis.  If you don’t know how widely this inclusion should apply, please select, “unknown.”
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Continent-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interconnection-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Region-wide 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Less than Region-wide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown
Comments relative to the proposed inclusion(s):      
3. Please provide any other information that you feel would be helpful to the group working to develop a BES Definition Exception Process. 

Comments:      
